JPS570 JAPANESE POLITICS (Taught in Japanese language; 3 credit hours)
JPS570 AADEIE (AAGHIC L DR, 3 HALa—2)
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This course on “Japanese Politics” is a special course for International Students
with advanced ability in Japanese language. This course will be conducted and

tested in Japanese.
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Instructor: Rei SHIRATORI
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Office hours: Tuesday 10.30 — 12.00

WF7EE : C-3-1

Office: C-3-1

v 7Y% A b : http://www2n.biglobe.ne.jp/~rei/indexe.htm

Website: http://www2n.biglobe.ne.jp/~rei/indexe.htm

A —)L : rei@aiu.ac.jp

E-mail: rei@aiu.ac.jp
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Semesters: 2009 Fall
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Meeting times: Tuesday 12.30-13.45 & 14.00-15.15
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In this course we will examine systematically cultural, institutional, and operational
aspects of contemporary Japanese politics and political society, focusing especially on
major events in the world of Japanese politics since the end of World War II.

We begin our study by discussing special characteristics of Japanese society and the
Japanese way of thinking. Then we analyze the institutions of the Japanese political
system, and discuss the Japanese Constitution, parliamentary system, and local
government. Thirdly we turn our focus to the various actors — politicians, political
parties, bureaucrats, and pressure groups — within the political system.

Our discussion will also include the political process of Japanese politics and analyses
of the results of elections. Finally, we examine the policies in Japanese politics,

especially the “Rapid Growth of Economy Policy” and “Welfare State Policy”.
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The objective of the course is to understand Japanese politics more systematic way by
analyzing actual cases occurred in post World War II Japanese politics. 1 shall also
discuss, from time to time, how to analyze current political issues in Japanese politics

by quoting these topics from newspapers.
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At the beginning of each topic a list of reference books in the lectures will be
distributed.
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Grades will be assessed in terms of student performance in the following three areas:
1. Mid-term examination at the end of first half (40%)
2. Final examination at the end of second half (40%)

3. One assigned essay (20%)



33 H (Class Schedule)
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At the beginning of the course a list of references for each class will be distributed. The

titles, deadlines, etc. of the assigned essays will be also given in the class.

[B7¥2] (First Half)
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The lectures of the first half in this class aim to instill a basic knowledge of institutional
aspect of Japanese politics. The course agenda are as follows:
1. AAtE0RAE (1) —HSEE—
Japanese political society (1): Structure
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I shall analyze Japanese political society in conjunction with its structural aspect.
Theories of “vertical society” by Professor C. Nakane and “structure of dependence” by
Professor T. Doi will be also discussed here.
2. PAE2ORKE (2) —EER & BESHKRA-
Japanese political society (2): Value system and way of thinking
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I shall discuss the cultural aspect of Japanese political society. The characteristics of
Japanese way of political thinking, such as “logic of integration” advocated by
Professor K. Mushakoji and “logic of do and become” presented by Professor H.
Shinohara, will be discussed here.
3. BEtEDRA (3) —HEtALDLOOHT—
Japanese political society (3): Analysis of data
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I shall describe Japanese political society by analyzing public opinion pole and sample



data.
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Japanese Constitution
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Examination of Japanese Constitution. I shall discuss the origin and characteristics of
present Constitution.
5. AAROEFENREE &L ER
Japanese parliamentary system and National Diet
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I shall explain and examine the characteristics of Japanese National Diet system.
6. HGTBIED L AT A
Local Government in Japan
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I shall analyze the characteristics of Japanese local government and its transformation in
recent years.
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Mid-term Examination
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In the second half of this class, in order to understand the real world of Japanese politics
I shall discuss actors, political processes and policies in Japanese political system.
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Politicians in Japanese politics
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I shall examine politicians in Japanese politics from various points of view. I shall

discuss “career analysis” and “typology” of Japanese politician.
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Japanese political parties and party system (1): LDP dominance
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We examine the long-lived “one-party dominance” of the Liberal Democratic Party as
well as “one and half party system” of the Liberal Democratic Party and Japan Socialist
Party in 1955 - 1993.
10. B3EDOGHT (2) EIMDOKR
Japanese parties and party system (2): Age of coalition
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I shall discuss change of Japanese party system since 1993 and the beginning of the
“Age of Coalition” in Japan.
11. BEEVAT AOLH
Bureaucracy in Japan
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We shall analyze the role and control of bureaucrats and bureaucratic system in
Japanese politics. The characteristics of Japanese bureaucratic system will be also
discussed here.
1 2. FEMOZHT
Pressure groups in Japan
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I shall analyze the role and power of pressure groups in Japanese political system.
Influence of “No-kyo” (Agricultural Co-operatives), “Ishi-kai” (Japan Medical Doctors
Association), and “Ren-go” (National Federation of Trade Unions) in Japanese politics
will be discussed here.
13. BEEOHH (1) —BEHEOCEE—
Japanese Election (1): Electoral system
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We examine the history of electoral system in Japan since the end of World War II. We

shall analyze especially the introduction of single-member constituency system in the



lower House in 1993.
14. BFOSH (2) —EFEBEROSHT—
Japanese Election (2): Election results and voting behavior
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We analyze the results of national level elections in Japan. Special attention will be paid
to the relation between “money scandals” and election results. We shall also discuss the
recent tendencies of voting behavior which we can find among Japanese electorate.
15. BEROSH (1) —mERRBR—
Policy in Japanese politics (1): “Double Income Policy”
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We try to understand the formation and implementation of policies in Japanese politics
by examining case studies. In this lecture I shall discuss the case of “Double Income
Policy” in 1960, which triggered the “Age of Rapid Growth of GNP” in the 1960’s in
Japan.
17. BSROGH (2) —BaERBER-
Policy in Japanese Politics (2): “Welfare State Policy”
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In 1973 Prime Minister Kakuei Tanaka declared “the first year of welfare state” in Japan.
I shall discuss the formation and transformation of welfare state policy in Japan since
1973.
18. AABREEROSNT
Democracy ‘Japanese Style’
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We shall analyze the characteristics of Japanese democracy and understand merits and
demerits of ‘Consensus Democracy’ of Japan.
19. HIRHAR

Final Examination



